
Mashabane and the newly ap-

pointed Deputy Minister No-

maindia Mfeketo.  He also had 

opportunity to pay courtesy calls 

to the deputies of various de-

partments. 

We also had visits by some 

South African departments in 

pursuance of strengthening bilat-

eral relations. Cont. on P2 

From Ambassador’s 

Pen  

Welcome to the South African 

Newsletter! This newsletter is 

being launched to promote the 

most significant histories, politi-

cal, cultural, economic and fra-

ternal relations between the 

people of the Islamic Republic 

of Iran and the new democratic 

South Africa.  

The launch comes at a time of 

accelerated developments in 

both Iran and South Africa. 

Despite the various internation-

al and regional challenges, great 

opportunities exist for the 

strengthening of relations be-

tween our two nations anchored 

in the context of South to South 

Cooperation, the Non-aligned 

Movement and the common aspi-

rations of developing countries to 

create a more just, equitable and 

democratic world order.   

The year 2014 marked the 20th 

anniversary of South Africa’s free-

dom. It saw South Africans cele-

brate freedom with our Iranian 

brothers and sisters in the pres-

ence of our Foreign Minister Maite 

Nkoana Mashabane, who was ac-

companied by a trade delegation.  

Correspondingly we also had the 

visit of the Deputy Foreign Minis-

ter Hossein Amir Abdollahian who 

had bilateral meetings with both 

Foreign Minister Maite Nkoana 

Crowning several events 

organized by the Embassy 

to celebrate 20 years of 

South Africa’s freedom and 

democracy was the visit of 

the South African Minister 

of International Relations 

and Cooperation, Ms 

Maite Nkoana-Mashabane, 

to deliver a keynote speech 

at a Political Seminar, which 

was held in Tehran on Monday 

June 26, 2014.  

Prior to the Political Seminar, 

the Minister paid courtesy visits 

to the President Hassan Rou-

hani, the President of the 

Islamic Republic of Iran and 

her counterpart, Mr Moham-

mad Javad Zarif, the  Minister 

of Foreign Affairs of the Is-

lamic Republic of Iran. Minis-

ter Nkoana-Mashabane first 

visited Iran to attend the 

Inauguration Ceremony of 

President Rouhani in August 

2013. Cont. on Page 2  
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Minister Mashabane Visits Iran to Commemorate 20 Years of SA-Iran Relations 

Ambassador Whitehead  

Photo: AVA Diplomatic  
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litical, economic and cultural areas as well 

as cooperation with developing and South-

South states.  

The President added that the shared cul-

tural and world outlook between the two 

countries  provided a good foundation for 

the Govern-

ments of the 

Islamic Repub-

lic of Iran and 

the Republic 

of South Afri-

ca to expand 

relations in all 

spheres, par-

ticularly in the 

cultural and 

t o u r i s m 

spheres.   
Minister  

N k o a n a -

M a s h a b a n e 

also emphasized the role of the dialogue 

among the developing and South-South 

states in countering extremism, terrorism 

and violence.  

Presidential  

Meeting 
From Page 1 

 

President Rouhani 

stressed Iran’s seri-

ousness and readiness 

to reach an agree-

ment with P5+1 in the 

framework of interna-

tional laws and regula-

tions, and condemned 

the unfair Western 

sanctions against Iran.  

The South African 

Minister stated that 

these sanctions have 

affected Africa as well. 

Minister Nkoana-

Mashabane also explained that the visit of 

the high-ranking South African delegation 

proved the firm determination of South 

Africa to expand ties and enhance coopera-

tion with the Islamic Republic of Iran.   

The fields of health, science and tech-

nology, medicine, agriculture technolo-

gy development and railways along with 

oil, energy and telecommunications 

have high potential for cooperation.  

The President called for the enhance-

ment of bilateral cooperation in all po-

Minister Mashabane Visits Iran to Commemorate 20 Years of SA-Iran 

Relations 

 

From Ambassador’s Pen - From Page 1  

We celebrated Heritage Day and enjoyed 

the collaboration of South African and Ira-

nian artists. Last year we commemorated 

the first anniversary of the death of our 

first democratic President and founding 

father of our Nation, Tata Nelson Mandela. 

His memory and legacy shadows our path, 

constantly reminding us to better the lot of 

our people and seek a just world free of 

poverty, ignorance and squalor.  

2014 also witnessed relative progress on 

the negotiations between the Islamic Re-

public and the P5+1 countries. The imple-

mentation of the Joint Plan of Action (JPoA) 

offers prospects for resolution of the nu-

clear file. South Africa will always stand 

unwaveringly behind Iran’s inalienable right 

to peaceful civilian nuclear technological 

access.  

ward to stepped up cooperation in the 

fields of trade, culture and political solidari-

ty. The relationship between two countries 

are most sustainable if it is anchored by 

the incremental growth of people to peo-

ple relations.   

Forward to greater cooperation between 

our two peoples!  

The world should realize that the solu-

tions to the challenges of the Middle 

East are inextricably interwoven with 

the resolution of the current impasse 

and the removal of sanctions against 

Iran. The rich natural resources of Iran, 

its cohesiveness, its human resources 

capacity and its ability offer a trajectory 

for progress and development in the 

Region.   

2015 opens up avenues for increased 

bilateral relations between our two 

countries. It is also the occasion of the 

12th Joint Commission, the first and 

most historic political and economic 

commission since the advent of South 

Africa’s democracy. Last year we cele-

brated twenty years of South African 

freedom and two decades of Iran – 

South Africa relations. We look for-

P A G E  2  
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“On the 

multilateral front, 

the two ministers 

discussed the need 

to strengthen 

South-South 

cooperation in the 

field of 

development, 

peace and 

security.”  

the heinous phenomena of 

terrorism, extremism, and 

violence in the region, with 

examples in Iraq, Syria, and 

other countries, including 

countries in Africa,” he added.  

Zarif also expressed hope that 

the continuing dialogue be-

tween Iran and South Africa 

would be constructive and 

would open a new chapter in 

relations between the two 

countries.  

Minister Nkoana-Mashabane 

welcomed the call for South-

South cooperation in the cam-

paign against terrorism, saying 

Iran and South Africa can 

counter extremism and vio-

lence through cooper-

ation. Commenting on 

her visit to Tehran, 

Nkoana-Mashabane 

said, “during the trip, 

we not only want to 

promote our political 

relations, but we also 

want to expand our 

ties in the economic 

and social areas as 

well.”  

She added that South 

African President 

Jacob Zuma has ac-

cepted an invitation 

extended by the Iranian presi-

dent to visit Tehran.  

Ms. Nkoana-Mashabane also 

s t a t e d 

t h a t 

S o u t h 

Africa is 

keen to 

b o o s t 

e c o -

n o m i c 

t i e s 

w i t h 

Iran as 

soon as 

the sanctions imposed on the 

country are lifted. 

 

Ministerial 

Meeting  
The Minister of International 

Relations and 

Cooperation of 

South Africa, Ms. 

Maite Nkoana-

Mashabane met 

with the Minister 

of  Foreign Af-

fairs of the Islam-

ic Republic of 

Iran on Sunday, 

June 15, 2014.  

At a press con-

ference following 

the meeting, the 

Iranian Foreign 

Minister Moham-

mad Javad Zarif 

stated that South-South coop-

eration is necessary in the 

campaign against terrorism.   

Zarif men-

tioned that 

he discussed 

a number of 

bilateral and 

r e g i o n a l 

issues during 

the meeting. 

“Our region 

is suffering 

from numer-

ous prob-

lems, which have arisen be-

cause of the interference of 

outs iders ,”  Zar i f  sa id . 

“Furthermore, we are facing 

T H E  S O U T H  A F R I C A N  N E W S L E T T E R  

Photo: MFA Website 
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Political Seminar to Celebrate 20 Years of Freedom and Democracy  

P A G E  4  

The Embassy of the Republic of South 

Africa in Tehran hosted a Political Seminar 

to celebrate 20 years of South Africa’s free-

dom and democracy on June 16, 2014 at 

the Iranian Centre for International Con-

ferences (ICIC).   

The political seminar featured four promi-

nent speakers including the South African 

Minister of International Relations and Co-

operation, Ms. Nkoana-Mashabane, the 

Deputy President of the Islamic Republic of 

Iran for Women and Family Affairs, Ms. 

Molaverdi, the Spokesman to the South 

African President, Mr. Mac Maharaj, and 

the Deputy Foreign Minister of the Islamic 

Republic of Iran for Arab and African 

Countries, Mr. Amir Abdollahian.  

Ambassador WMP Whitehead, Ambassa-

dor of the Republic of South Africa in Teh-

ran, opened the Political Seminar.   

Drawing on the historical relations be-

tween the two countries, Ms. Molaverdi 

called for strengthening of the relations in 

the scientific, cultural, artistic and medical 

areas. She also highlighted the experience 

of Iranian and South African women in 

establishing their rights as a solid ground 

for bilateral collaborations.  

Recalling Iranian support for the South 

African freedom struggle, Mr. Amir 

Abdollahian emphasized South-South 

cooperation and the role Iran and South 

Africa can play to address global chal-

lenges.  

Mr. Mac Maharaj, the Spokesman to 

President Zuma, dedicated his speech to 

the role of Nelson Mandela and the pro-

cess leading to the preparation of the 

South African constitution.  

 The theme of 

the keynote 

address which 

was delivered 

by the Minis-

ter was “20 

years of South 

Africa’s free-

dom and rela-

tions with the 

Islamic Repub-

lic of Iran.”  

 

Highlighting the role of the women during 

the struggle against the apartheid regime, 

Minister Mashabane stated that “the year 

2014 truly presents a momentous occasion 

for us as a unified nation to reflect on how 

freedom and democracy were achieved, 

the progress we have made thus far, and 

how we as South Africans are going to 

work together to implement Vision 2030.” 

The seminar was concluded by the Minis-

ter’s keynote speech.  

 

hani assuming office, and reiterating that 

the policies of his administration are 

based on enhancing international ties 

Another highlight of the minis-

ter’s visit was the meeting be-

tween the Minister of Interna-

tional Relations and Cooperation 

of South Africa, Minister Nkoana

-Mashabane, and the Deputy 

President for Women and Family 

Affairs, Ms. Molaverdi, on the sidelines of 

the seminar. Mentioning that the Political 

Seminar was taking place on the threshold 

of the first anniversary of President Rou-

 

and mutual respect as well as 

equal rights, Ms. Molaverdi hoped 

for increased cooperation and 

comprehensive interactions be-

tween the two countries, espe-

cially in the area of women and 

family affairs. The Minister also 

welcomed the enhancement of 

relations in this regard and asked the Dep-

uty Minister to follow up on the MOU(s) 

so far signed through the South African 

Embassy in Tehran.  

Photo: ISNA 

Deputy President’s Office  

MNA 

MNA 



 

P A G E  5  

 

Deputy Minister of International Relations 

and Cooperation, Nomaindia Mfeketo, 

visited the Islamic 

Republic of Iran to 

attend the emergency 

ministerial meeting of 

the Non-Aligned 

Movement's Palestine 

Committee on Gaza 

on August 4, 2014 in 

Tehran.  

The meeting focused 

on the humanitarian disaster in Gaza and 

how to put an end to the human tragedy 

underway in the besieged Palestinian 

territory.  

During her visit she also had an inter-

view with the Iranian Fars News Agency.  

The Deputy Minister  mentioned in the 

interview that Iran and South Africa have 

enjoyed friendly relations since the free-

dom of South Africa in 1994. Iran, after 

its Islamic Revolution, has been a firm 

supporter of the cause of the African 

people for freedom to the extent that it 

cut all its relations with the Apartheid 

regime. South Africa’s experience of the 

freedom struggle resembles the experi-

ence and the achievements of the Irani-

ans with the Islamic Revolution.  

Special Envoys Meet 

with Minister Zarif  

 

President Jacob Zuma’s special envoys to 

the Middle East, Zola Skweyiya and Aziz 

Pahad, visited Minister Zarif on August 19, 

2015.  

 

The Envoys submitted a message from 

President Zuma on the situation in Gaza 

and Palestine addressed to the President of 

the Islamic Republic of Iran.  

 

The Afro Tenors performing South 

African National Anthem:  

South African Afro Tenors and Iranian 

Sahba Kohan ensemble celebrate their 

successful performances together in a 

photo:  

Heritage Day Cel-

ebrations  
The Embassy of the Republic of South Afri-

ca celebrated the Heritage Day on Septem-

ber 23-25, 2014. After a welcome speech 

by Ambassador Whitehead, Iranian and 

South African ensembles performed.   

Mr. Sarsangi, CEO of the Artists’ House, 

welcomes Ambassador Whitehead prior 

to the beginning of the ceremony:  

Film screening sessions and musical perfor-

mances by South African and Iranian en-

sembles took place in Iran’s Artists’ House. 

The first evening at the Artists’ House saw 

speeches by the CEO and Ambassador, 

musical performances and a multi-media 

presentation promoting South Africa as a 

tourist destination. Three movies were 

screened on the third and last day of the 

celebrations.   

Deputy Minister Mfeketo Visits Iran  

President.ir 

MFA Website 

honaronline.com 
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briefed the South African dele-

gation on their the range of 

their activities and their capaci-

t i e s 

in the field of water. South 

African delegates also dis-

cussed their areas of interest 

for collaboration.   

Ambassador Whitehead ad-

dressed the meeting with re-

gard to issues such as capacity 

building, skills transfer, and 

sharing technical capacity, to 

name but a few.  

The delegation met with a 

number of private sector com-

panies; and concluded its visit 

with the following achieve-

ments: a draft MoU to be ex-

changed between the two 

countries and pre-project 

phase planning to commence 

immediately.  

Prior to the 

delegation's 

visit, Am-

b a s s a d o r 

Whitehead 

visited the 

10th Inter-

n a t i o n a l 

Water and 

Wastewater Exhibition which 

was held on November 17-19, 

2014 in Tehran.  

A delegation from the Depart-

ment of Water Affairs and 

Sanitation of the Republic of 

South Africa visited the Islamic 

Republic of Iran on November 

23-26, 2014.  

The delegation was led by Ms. 

Lindiwe Lusenga, the Deputy 

Director General for Interna-

tional Water Cooperation. The 

delegation had a meeting at the 

Energy Ministry of the Islamic 

Republic of Iran on the first 

day of their visit. The meeting 

was mainly attended by the 

Authorities of the Integrated 

Water Resource Management 

Department. The Iranians 

T H E  S O U T H  A F R I C A N  N E W S L E T T E R  

Imam Khomeini and South 

Africa that of Nelson Mandela. 

The two countries' relations 

turned 20 this year; but there 

is still more opportunity for 

the strengthening the ties.   

Mr. Movahedi 

also expressed 

appreciation to 

Tehran Munici-

pality for this 

valuable meas-

ure and ex-

plained that it is 

an honour for 

the Iranians to 

have one of the 

streets of Teh-

ran named after 

an icon and 

hero of the anti-

apartheid struggles. He added 

that this measure was consid-

ered as a commemoration of 

freedom, patience and re-

sistance.  

pressed appreciation to Tehran 

Municipality for renaming the 

street. Pointing out that Nel-

son Mandela does not belong 

to a single country but to the 

whole world, the Ambassador 

thanked Tehran Municipality 

for its gift to South African 

citizens.  

Ambassador Whitehead fur-

ther added that Iran enjoyed 

the revolutionary character of 

Tehran Municipality hosted a 

ceremony on December 09, 

2014 in which northern  Africa 

street in Tehran was re-named 

after the late Nelson Mandela. 

The ceremony was attended by 

the diplomatic com-

munity and officials 

from Tehran Munici-

pality, Tehran City 

Council and the Min-

istry of Foreign Af-

fairs. Ambassador 

Wh i tehead ,  Mr . 

Movahedi, Deputy 

Director General for 

African Affairs of the 

Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs, Mr. Mozafari, 

the Deputy Interna-

tional Affairs of Teh-

ran Municipality and Senior 

Member of Tehran City Coun-

cil Mr. Tala’ee were the speak-

ers.  

Ambassador Whitehead ex-

Officials unveil Mandela 

street nameplate  

Tehran Names Street after Mandela  

Visit of South African Water Affairs Delegation  The Achievements of 

the Water Affairs Del-

egation:  

- A draft MoU to be 

exchanged between 

the two countries  

- Pre-project phase 

planning to com-

mence immediately.  
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Visit of the Department of Trade and Industry  

Foreign direct investment (FDI) in sub-

Saharan Africa is on the rise, with the con-

tinent's share of global FDI projects at its 

highest level in a decade, and sharply im-

proved perceptions making it the second-

most attractive investment destination in 

the world, according to Ernst & Young's 

2014 Africa Attractiveness Survey.  

The survey, released in Johannesburg and 

London, also found that intra-African in-

vestment was on the rise, and noted an 

investor shift from extractive industries to 

consumer-related sectors on the continent.  

Ernst & Young's latest survey combines an 

analysis of international investment into 

Africa since 2003 with a 2014 survey of 

over 500 global business leaders about 

their views on the potential of the African 

market.  

The data shows that while there has been a 

decline in African FDI project numbers, 

from 774 in 2012 to 750 in 2013, primarily 

due to ongoing uncertainty in North 

Africa, they remain easily in excess of 

the 390 projects per year the continent 

was averaging before the 2008-09 global 

financial crisis.  

At the same time, the report point to a 

noticeable divide between FDI trends in 

North Africa compared to sub-Saharan 

Africa. While FDI projects in North 

Africa declined by nearly 30% in 2013, 

projects in sub-Saharan Africa increased 

by 4.7%, reversing the sub-region's de-

cline in 2012 while further widening the 

gap between the two sub-regions, with 

sub-Saharan Africa's share of FDI projects 

exceeding 80% for the first time.  

Investors are also looking beyond the 

more established markets of South Africa, 

Nigeria and Kenya to expand their opera-

tions, as well as moving into more con-

sumer-related sectors as Africa's middle 

class expands.  

"Africa's share of global FDI projects has 

grown steadily over the past decade, and 

it is a promising sign that investors are 

now looking across the continent and to 

new sectors," Ernst & Young Africa CEO 

Ajen Sita said. "Further regional integra-

tion and infrastructure development 

should continue to entice investors to 

the exciting investment opportunities 

that Africa can offer."  

SAinfo reporter: 

http://www.southafrica.info  

tion’s private sector business members,  

the DG for Bilateral Economic Relations 

of the Organization for Investment Eco-

nomic and Technical Assistant of Iran 

(OIETAI) and other directors of the or-

ganization, and the Deputy Minister and 

President of Iran Mining Industry Devel-

opment and Renovation Organization 

(IMIDRO) to discuss opportunities of 

cooperation between the two countries. 

They also met with Director Generals 

from Ministries of  Agriculture as well as 

Energy. A part of the delegation also 

visited Yazd province. They attended a 

seminar organized by the Commercial 

Section of the Embassy and Yazd Cham-

ber of Commerce, Industries, Mines and 

Agriculture. The seminar was chaired by 

Yazd Mine House. Mining trade unions, 

Stones and REE stones, tile, mineral, 

construction, etc. were also present in 

this seminar.  

In that session, it was agreed that the 

DTI extends invitations to some Iranian 

mining companies to visit Mining Indaba 

as well as Electro Mining Exhibition and 

also some mines in South Africa since 

there is an opportunity for sharing the 

mining technology from South Africa. 

A South African business delegation com-

prising of 15 companies in different sectors 

including mining, engineering, rail and infra-

structure, chemical, and agro-processing 

and foodstuff,  headed by Mr. Yunus Hoos-

en, Chief Director of Investment Promo-

tion and Facilitation from the South Afri-

can Department of Trade and Industry 

(DTI), visited Iran last month.  

They attended a business seminar orga-

nized with the cooperation of the Com-

mercial Section of the South African Em-

bassy in Tehran and Iran Chamber of 

Commerce, Industries, Mines and Agricul-

ture. The delegation also had B2B meet-

ings with the Iranian state and private sec-

tor businesses during the seminar. 

The delegation met with the Deputy for 

Economic Assistance of the Trade Promo-

tion Organization (TPO) and the organiza-

T H E  S O U T H  A F R I C A N  N E W S L E T T E R  

Foreign Investment in Sub-Saharan Africa on the rise  

http://www.southafrica.info/africa/fdi-160514.htm#.U7IzaEDN6So#ixzz36CbaLDOU
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Ambassador’s Provincial Visits 
His Excellency WMP Whitehead, 

South African Ambas-

sador in Tehran, visit-

ed 2 provinces of 

Iran, namely Yazd and 

Khorasan Razavi last 

year.  

 

Yazd  

Ambassador White-

head visited Yazd 

Province In June 

2014, accompanied by 

the Commercial Section of the 

Embassy. The  Ambassador met 

with the Governor and Mayor of 

Yazd. Both sides stressed the 

good political relations between 

South Africa and Iran and the 

potential to enhance trade rela-

tions between the two coun-

tries. 

He also met with the President 

of Yazd Chamber of Commerce, 

Industries, Mines and Agricul-

ture. Managers of a number of busi-

nesses from different  sectors in-

cluding mining, tiles, agriculture and 

foodstuffs, tourism, arts and culture, 

and energy were present. Ambassa-

dor Whitehead also visited  a pista-

chio processing facility, a tile manu-

facturing,  plant, a rose green house, 

an iron ore plant, solar energy facili-

ties and an open mine site in Yazd 

province.  

 The Ambassador also visited the 

tourism attractions of the province. 

One of the aims of this visit was to 

pave the ground for a South African 

business delegation that was visiting 

Tehran and Yazd provinces a week 

later.  

Khorasan Razavi 

The South African Ambassador visit-

ed Mashhad, the capital of Khorasan 

Razavi province, accompanied by  

the Commercial and Consular Sec-

tions from 27 – 20 October 2014 . 

The Ambassador met with the 

board members of Chamber of 

Commerce, Industries, and 

Mines & Agriculture (MCCIA) of 

Mashhad, as well as the cham-

ber’s mining, industry, tourism, 

chemicals and oil & gas commis-

sions. 

The Ambassador visited individu-

al companies interested in identi-

fying  suitable South African busi-

ness partners for joint ventures. 

The last two visits were to the 

Mashad Botanical Park and the 

MS Group Greenhouse. In the 

visits, the Ambassador identified 

the areas of mutual cooperation 

in landscape and greenhouse 

activities between the two coun-

tries. 

The Ambassador also paid cour-

tesy call to the Governor Gen-

eral of Khorasan Razavi province 

and the Mayor of Mashad.  

remarkable progress over the 

past two decades. Here are five 

reasons why I am optimistic. 

One, the regional economy has 

grown steadily since 2001 and 

continues to do so at a rate of 

about 5% a year. 

Two, the consumer mar-

ket is rising in tandem 

with its growing popula-

tion. 

Three, the environment 

for doing business is im-

proving. 

Four, access to financial 

services is rising, thanks to the 

adoption of technology and 

innovation. Five, Africa is closing 

its gender gap.  

By Elsie Kanza  

Source: Agenda – WEF Blog  

It is impossible not to 

have strong views when it 

comes to the debate on 

Africa’s rise: despite solid 

economic growth and 

progress in poverty allevi-

ation, people’s views on 

the region’s outlook re-

main stubbornly polar-

ised. 

Let me state up front that I 

am cautiously optimistic that 

Africa is taking off. This year the 

World Economic Forum (WEF) is 

marking 25 years of change in 

Africa. Looking back, there is no 

denying that Africa has made 

T H E  S O U T H  A F R I C A N  N E W S L E T T E R  

Iran and 

South Africa 

stressed en-

hancing 

trade rela-

tions be-

tween the 

two coun-

tries  

5 reasons to be optimistic about Africa 

Image: Michele Limina/WEF  

https://agenda.weforum.org/
http://weforum.org/
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Iran Chamber of Commerce, 

Industries, Mines and Agricul-

ture: 14 June 2014 

The Commercial Section 

of the Embassy, in collab-

oration with Iran Cham-

ber of Commerce, host-

ed a seminar on South 

African trade and invest-

ment opportunities. 

About 100 Iranian and 

South African delegates  

participated. 

South African Ambassa-

dor to Tehran, Mr. 

Whitehead, Iranian Am-

bassador to South Africa, Mr. 

Faraji, Chief Director of the South 

African Department of Trade and 

Industry (DTI), Mr. Hoosen, and 

the Deputy President of the Cham-

ber, Mr. Farazi were speakers of 

the seminar.  

Speakers highlighted the excellent 

political relations between South 

Africa and Iran and the need for 
expansion of mutually beneficial 

trade between the two countries 

on the 20th anniversary of South 

Africa-Iran relations. Business part-

nerships, South Africa’s proposition 

and incentives for foreign invest-

ments, priority sectors and poten-

tial areas for mutual cooperation, 

and the 11th Joint Bilateral Com-

mission, and the establishment of 

the South Africa – Iran Business 

Council, were also addressed. 

The Q&A session provided an op-

portunity for the Iranian companies 

to raise their questions, mainly on 

establishing business links with 

South African companies, opportu-

nities for foreign investment and 

payments and banking.  

The final session of the seminar 

was taken up by B2B meetings and 

Iranian companies had the oppor-

tunity to interact with the South 

African delegates and hold face-to-

face business negotiations. 

The South African delegates sched-

uled follow up meetings with iden-

tified Iranian companies in the 

foodstuffs, mining, rail, and engi-

neering sectors for more negotia-

tions during the week. 

Qeshm Free Trade Zone In-

vestment Services Co. Semi-

nar: 18 June 2014 

 

The seminar was hosted 

by the Qeshm Free 

Trade Zone Investment 

Services Company. 

About 200 Iranian com-

panies participated. The 

companies were from 

different sectors including 

mining, agriculture, food-

stuff & agro-processing, 

energy, technical & engi-

neering services and 

trade. 

Ambassador Whitehead, 

Ambassador Faraji, Mr. 

Hoosen from DTI, Mr. 

Maculu from MEGA In-

vestment and Mr. Zangouei from 

Iran Ministry of Science, Research 

& Technology formed the speaker 

panel. Mr. Hoosen, Mr. Butler from 

MEGA, and Mr. Karim from Trans-

net Engineering made power point 

presentations. 

The South African delegation had 

the opportunity to interact with a 

number of Iranian companies, ex-

changed contact details and held 

business negotiations. 

 

 

 

Yazd Chamber of Com-

merce, Industries, Mines and 

Agriculture: 17 June 2014 

A part of the South African busi-

ness delegation, from the mining 

and engineering sector, visited 

Yazd province. Yazd ranks the 

second in Iran after Kerman for 

mining capacity and activities.  

A session was arranged for them 

with the participation of Yazd 

Mine House, National Iranian 

Copper Industries Company 

(NICICO), Yazd Industrial Soil 

Association, Yazd Iron Ore Asso-

ciation, Yazd Decorative Stones 

Association and representative 

from Yazd Governor General 

Office. The session was chaired by 

Mr Afzalipour, President of Yazd 

Mine House. 

Yazd mining capacity and activities 

was introduced to the delegation 

and there was a chance of face-to-

face interaction for the businesses 

present at the session to discuss 

further business cooperation. 

The Head of the South African 

delegation stated that there is 

potential for establishing mutual 

mining cooperation between Yazd 

mining companies and South Afri-

ca, including with mining technolo-

gy.  Another opportunity for the 

Iranian companies would be on 

decorative stones such as traver-

tine, granite and marble. South 

Africa has limited resources of the 

above-mentioned stones and im-

ports stones from Italy, Spain and 

Turkey. 

There would be 

an opportunity 

for the South 

African 

companies to 

assist Yazd 

mining 

companies with 

mining 

technology.  
Photo by: Iran Chamber of Commerce 

South Africa 

has limited 

resources of 

decorative 

stones 



 

 

sector that has the potential to spur global 

economic recovery. 

South Africa has earmarked tourism as a 

key sector with excellent potential for 

growth: the government aims to increase 

tourism’s contribution, both direct and indi-

rectly, to the economy from the 2009 base-

line of R189,4-billion (7.9% of GDP) to R499

-billion by 2020 (National Department of 

Tourism, 2012). Tourism supports one in 

every 12 jobs in South Africa. 

South Africa’s spectacular scenery, friendly 

people, world-class infrastructure make it 

one of the most desired destinations in the 

world. The sector was given a massive 

boost by the successful hosting of the 

World Cup in 2010, when the country re-

ceived a record-breaking 8.1-million foreign 

visitors. Despite tough global economic 

conditions, tourism grew in 2011, with 8.3-

million international tourists. 

The regional African tourist market is South 

Africa’s important tourist markets, contrib-

uting more than 73% of total tourist arrivals 

and more than R50-billion in revenue in 

2011. 

Domestic tourism is also an important 

source of revenue and employment, con-

tributing 52% of total tourism consumption. 

Cruise and rural tourism are focus growth 

areas. 

A labor-intensive sector, with a supply 

chain that links across sectors, tourism is a 

priority sector in the government’s plan-

ning and policy frameworks – it is one of 

the six job drivers of the New Growth 

Path framework. 

The National Tourism Sector Strategy, 

launched in 2011, aims to ensure the sec-

tor realizes its full potential in terms of job 

creation, social inclusion, services exports 

and foreign exchange earnings, fostering a 

better understanding between peoples and 

cultures, and green transformation. 

South Africa plans to grow tourism by 

allowing travelers to move more freely and 

efficiently.  

SAinfo reporter:www.southafrica.info 

South Africa's scenic beauty, magnificent 

outdoors, sunny climate, cultural diversity 

and reputation for delivering value for 

money have made it one of the world's 

fastest growing leisure – and business – 

travel destinations. 

The country is highly diverse in terms of 

its climate, culture, tourist activities and 

infrastructure, catering for every tourism 

niche, from business, eco- and cultural 

tourism through to adventure, sport and 

paleo-tourism. 

 Tourism and the economy 

 Business tourism 

 Cultural tourism 

 Eco-tourism 

 Paleo-tourism 

 Adventure tourism 

 Sports tourism 

 Developing sectors 

 

Tourism and the economy 

Tourism is regarded as a modern-day 

engine of growth and is one of the largest 

industries globally. In 2012, G20 heads of 

state recognized tourism as a driver of 

growth and development, as well as a 

South Africa has climbed from 37th to 

34th in the International Congress and 

Convention Associations' (ICCA's) 

latest ranking of business tourism desti-

nations worldwide, with Cape Town 

and Durban being rated Africa's top 

two cities for meetings and events.  

The ICCA's 2013 rankings, confirm 

South Africa's position as the top busi-

ness events destination on the conti-

nent, followed by Kenya and Morocco. 

In the African cities ranking, Cape 

Town and Durban were followed by 

Nairobi in third place, while Stellenbosch 

outside Cape Town was placed 10th.  

Internationally, Cape Town came in at 

52nd (behind Melbourne at 44th and Van-

couver at 38th), while Durban jumped a 

massive 60 places to rank 97th in the 

world.  

"Before 1994, the first year of our democ-

racy, South Africa hosted 12 international 

association conferences," SA Tourism 

CEO Thulani Nzima said in a statement. 

"Fast forward to 2013, and we have grown 

this number to 118 ICCA recognized 

meetings.  

"We have also hosted 1 038 international 

association conferences that met the IC-

CA's criteria since 1994, and remain 

ranked under the top 11 long haul destina-

tions globally."  

An estimated 20 000 delegates will con-

verge on Durban in 2016 when the coun-

try hosts the International Aids Confer-

ence for the second time.  

The meetings and conferences hosted 

by South Africa "have not only demon-

strated the country's world-class infra-

structure and capabilities, but have also 

showcased a united industry and a 

committed government, working hard, 

passionately and together to take this in-

dustry forward," Nzima said.  

He added that South Africa's achievement 

was a win for the continent as a whole.  

 

SAinfo reporter: http://www.southafrica.info 

South Africa Climbs Business Tourism Ranking 

 (Photo: Friedrich von 

Hörsten, South African Tourism) 

South Africa’s Tourism Industry 
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